
Integrated Development Asset Management

Enterprise IT organizations today are increasingly pressed to 
do more with less and therefore need to fi nd more ways to 
improve productivity in their development operations. To this 
end, companies are turning to open source software to reduce 
acquisition costs, or eliminate dependencies on specifi c vendors, 
and increase developer output through code reuse. 

At the same time, rapidly changing business goals, mergers 
and acquisitions, fi xed resource constraints, and the growing 
use of geographically distributed teams and outsourced service 
providers creates a climate that can inhibit effi cient software 
development. 

■   How can you maximize the productivity advantages of   
     open source code and software reuse while still ensuring  
     that you meet software license requirements? 

■   How can you identify other organizations’ intellectual   
      property when you combine it with your own? 

■   How can you enable software asset reuse despite disparate  
 tools and processes?

■   How can you maintain visibility into remote or   
 outsourced work and ensure that remote developers   
 are delivering code that does not expose you to costly         
      licensing obligations?

All this is particularly complex today when you also must 
address new intellectual property (IP) compliance requirements 
and process controls stemming from regulatory requirements 
such as Sarbanes-Oxley (SOX). 

A company that thoughtfully addresses these challenges in a 
way that is fully integrated within its software development 
process will have a distinct advantage. It will be both more 
competitive in the marketplace and better protected from legal 
and fi nancial risks stemming from non-compliance.

protexIP
Black Duck Software’s protexIP software compliance man-
agement suite helps development organizations to mitigate 
business risk by validating proper use of open source and 
proprietary software within their IP assets. This system brings 
together developers, managers, lawyers, and business decision-

makers within an automated environment that supports both 
the accelerated pace of development and the heightened
sensitivity to licenses and controls required by enterprises that 
build or maintain software applications. 

Black Duck’s offerings help businesses take maximum advan-
tage of open source and component software reuse while ensur-
ing enterprises satisfy obligations associated with the code used.

SourceForge Enterprise Edition

SourceForge Enterprise Edition is a secure, centralized appli-
cation that connects disparate tools and processes together 
with a fully-integrated set of project management, change 
management and collaboration capabilities for optimizing
and managing distributed development.

SourceForge delivers a collaborative development environ-
ment that unifi es disconnected teams and tools, helping to 
foster collaboration and innovation while improving project 
effi ciency. Unlike loosely integrated point products, only 
SourceForge offers the ability to access centralized develop-
ment assets in any way you wish, whether in the native Web 
interface, from your Windows desktop, from your intergrated 
development environment (IDE), or from a Microsoft Offi ce 
application.

Improve Visibility and Control
With distributed development teams, commonplace in today’s 
enterprise, geographic distance and organizational boundar-
ies decrease management visibility and control. This makes 

Seamlessly integrate compliance management into 
your collaborative development processes with VA 
Software’s SourceForge and Black Duck’s protexIP.



it harder to keep projects on track and ensure that your IT 
Director, CIO, and/or legal counsel are aware of potential IP 
issues as they develop. SourceForge fl exibly connects tools and 
processes with a Web-based development environment to help 
foster better project coordination and transparency. This elimi-
nates information silos and provides the visibility into project 
assets that your extended teams and stakeholders need. 

When implemented with protexIP, SourceForge becomes a 
powerful tool for centralizing code and seamlessly integrat-
ing license compliance policies into the development pro-
cess. Compliance analyses can be scheduled or performed as 
needed, and resulting summaries can be viewed without leav-
ing the SourceForge development environment. This enables 
developers, their team leaders, and other involved managers 
and executives to quickly evaluate compliance status and take 
action during the project cycle – not at the end when change 
is time-consuming and costly. Because the code assessment 
processes are automated, compliance becomes a natural part 
of the development cycle rather than an afterthought. 

So whether development is done in-house or with the use of 
outsource providers, you have the visibility you need into the 
code (or other asset) being created or consumed. 

Facilitate Reuse 
It is widely acknowledged that software asset reuse is an effec-
tive way to reduce costs and save time. Reuse is not limited to 
code or data – virtually all development assets are candidates 
for reuse, including models, test scripts, requirements speci-
fi cations, project plans, or documents. But to be effectively 
reused, the items must be accessible and searchable. When 
spread across multiple repositories, organizations, and projects, 
reuse is virtually impossible. Unlike a development environ-
ment comprised of separate point products and repositories, 
SourceForge provides centralized access to all project assets, as 
well as the ability to search across projects. 

The value of reuse is also evidenced by the clear global trend 
toward adoption of open source software and components. 
But with that growth comes certain risks. There are more 
than 50 open source licenses that have been approved by the 
Open Source Initiative, with hundreds more in active use. It is 
imperative to know what licenses your teams consume and the 
obligations therein. 

This applies not only to open source operating systems and 
applications, but also to components or code snippets that may 
have inadvertently been integrated into your proprietary code 
base. protexIP employs advanced Digital Code Print technol-
ogy and an online KnowledgeBase of thousands of open source 
projects and their associated licenses to quickly and accurately 
identify matching open source code within your software. It 
then evaluates associated software licenses and determines con-
fl icts and constraints on your code’s use.

Mitigate Risks, Support Regulatory Compliance
Many of the controls that are being implemented to meet 
SOX compliance requirements are likely to be manual, paper-
driven, or simply add-on processes rather than something 
integrated into the development process. SourceForge can 
automate or facilitate many of the control activities involved 
with SOX compliance, particularly the controls around plan-
ning/program management and change management. 

Combining SourceForge’s functionality with the compliance 
management capabilities of protexIP, organizations can miti-
gate the risk associated with software licensing, and provide 
the process controls and auditability IT organizations need to 
support SOX and other regulatory measures as well as quality 
frameworks such as CMMI or ISO.

Initiate protexIP code analysis from within the SourceForge 
environment. View results summary and drill down to review 
details and remediate issues within protexIP. Gain visibility 
into origins of software assets and identify related license 
obligations.

Run ad hoc or scheduled code analyses, so compliance 
validation becomes part of your development process.



A Comprehensive Approach to Development Asset 
Management
The combination of SourceForge and protexIP provides enter-
prises with greater visibility and control over the consumption 
of software licenses within the development organization. It 
also gives organizations as the ability to support effective reuse 
of internal or open source assets – key ingredients to maxi-
mum development effi ciency.

For Developers, this means a non-intrusive way to build 
compliance validation into the development process. 

For Development Managers, this means greater peace of 
mind knowing that license compliance will be an integral part 
of the development process. 

For Executive Management, this means greater visibility into 
both in-progress and existing IP assets and reduced risk to the 
business from non-compliance.

For Legal Counsel, this means a ‘voice’ into the way licensed 
software is consumed, so remediation can be proactive rather 
than reactive.

About VA Software
VA Software (NASDAQ: LNUX) is at the center of today’s 
technology revolution and incites innovation by empower-
ing the IT and developer communities with information, 
community support and software. VA Software is the parent 
company of OSTG (Open Source Technology Group), and 
the creator of SourceForge. SourceForge.net is the global nexus 
for the Open Source community with more than 100,000 
Open Source projects and over one million registered users. 
SourceForge Enterprise Edition is an enterprise-grade version 
of SourceForge for optimizing and managing distributed devel-
opment across the enterprise. www.vasoftware.com

About Black Duck Software
Black Duck SoftwareTM is the leading provider of software 
compliance management solutions that help companies gov-
ern how software assets are created, managed and licensed. 
Black Duck’s offerings help businesses take maximum advan-
tage of open source software while at the same time ensuring 
they satisfy the obligations associated with the code they use. 
Black Duck’s customer base includes enterprises, product 
developers, outsourcers, law fi rms and other organizations 
worldwide that are concerned with protection of software 
intellectual property. www.blackducksoftware.com

For More Information
To learn more about how Black Duck can help your 
company adopt best practices for Software Compliance 
Management, visit www.blackducksoftware.com, email 
sales@blackducksoftware.com or call +1.781.891.5100, 
extension 450.

© 2005 Black Duck Software, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 
Black Duck Software and protexIP are trademarks of Black 
Duck Software, Inc. VA Software, OSTG and SourceForge 
are trademarks or registered trademarks of VS Software 
Corporation. All other trademarks are the property of their 
respective holders. 060905


